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UM BREAKS GROUND FOR NEW PHARMACY BUILDING DURING JUNE 9 CEREMONY
MISSOULA The University of Montana-Missoula will break ground for a $10.4 million building addition
for the School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences during a ceremony Tuesday, June 9.
The public is invited to the 3:30 p.m. ceremony at the northwest comer of the
Pharmacy/Psychology Building. UM and state leaders will make brief remarks before turning the first
shovels of dirt to officially launch the construction project, which is expected to take 16 months to
complete. Actual construction will begin in late June.
The new addition will allow the School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences to consolidate
its major programs —pharmacy practice, pharmaceutical sciences and physical therapy -- into one
location for the first time.
“With this groundbreaking, we achieve another milestone along the way toward providing a
facility appropriate for state-of-the-art education in our pharmacy and physical therapy programs,” said
UM President George Dennison, who will speak at Tuesday’s ceremony, along with the school’s dean,
Dave Forbes.
Dennison and Forbes will be joined by Steve Mannschreck, chief human resources officer of
American Stores Co., the Salt Lake City-based company that contributed $2.5 million to the project.
Other speakers will be Sharen Peters, acting executive director of the UM Foundation, which raised
private money for the project; a representative of the state, which allocated $2 million toward
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construction costs; and Danielle Dauenhauer, a pharmacy student in her second professional year.
Master of ceremonies for the event will be Jack Armstrong, a 1983 UM pharmacy graduate now living
in Spokane, Wash.
The largest portion of funding for the building addition came from the Utah-based ALSAM
Foundation, which gave $2.5 million in 1995 and recently committed another $3.2 million to complete
the fund-raising campaign. About $200,000 was donated by the pharmacy school’s faculty, alumni and
friends.
Currently the school uses facilities in four campus buildings to house its programs.
Consolidation of programs into one building will promote efficiency and sharing of both physical
space and faculty expertise. The addition also will allow the school to upgrade clinics, classrooms and
labs to incorporate changing scientific technology and much-needed conference and continuing
education space.
The School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences traces its roots on this campus to 1913
when the pharmacy program was moved to UM from Montana State University-Bozeman in exchange
for UM ’s engineering curriculum. Physical therapy as a professional field was added in 1979. In 1995,
the school and St. Patrick Hospital formed a partnership to create the International Heart Institute of
Montana.
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